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Tashka Yawanawa



In 1977, the Indigenous Land of Rio Gregório was delineated. Although our territory 

was delineated by the Brazilian government, our rights were not respected. Tired of the many 

injustices brought by the outside world, in 1982, we expelled all non-indigenous people from our 

territory. Soon afterward, we also expelled the Missionaries of the New Tribes Mission of Brazil.

In 1984, the Indigenous Land of Rio Gregório was physically demarcated, with an area of 

92,860 hectares. Because it was the first indigenous land to be demarcated in the state of Acre, it 

served as an example for all the state's indigenous leaders to claim the legal rights to their territories.

Our second contact occurred with the Missionaries of the New Tribes Mission of Brazil 

(MTB), who came to "evangelize" our community. During this period, many of our rituals, dances, 

artistic expressions, cultural and spiritual manifestations were left behind, giving way to Western 

customs brought by the rubber barons and missionaries.

    We call ourselves Yawanawá, the people of the wild boar. According to our ancestors, we 

have lived at the headwaters of the Rio Gregório for many generations, in the Indigenous Land of 

Rio Gregório, in the state of Acre, in the southwestern region of the Brazilian Amazon.

Unlike other Amazonian groups that are scattered across different locations, our 

people are unique because we all live in the same territory, and all speak the same language, which 

comes from the linguistic root Pano.

Our first contact with Western society took place around the sixteenth century, under 

the leadership of our ancestor Antonio Luís Pekuti. It was a time marked by atrocities committed 

against our people. For decades, we were enslaved by the rubber barons who claimed our land; we were 

not paid fairly for our work, and we were forced to cope with all kinds of atrocities in our own land.
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 OUR STORYTELLERS
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OUR PROJECTS
ECONOMIC ACTIVITIES
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OUR INITIATIVES
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LIFE PLAN

Photo: Tashka Yawanawa



59



60

P
h
o
to

: 
B

e
to

 B
o
rg

e
s



61

P
h
o
to

: 
B

e
to

 B
o

rg
e
s



62



63

Photo: Beto Borges



64 Photos: Lica Donaire



65
Photos: Lica Donaire



66



67

ASCY PHOTO COLLECTION



68



69
ASCY PHOTO 
COLLECTION



70



71

ASCY PHOTO COLLECTION



72



73
AS

CY
 P
HO

TO
 C

OL
LE

CT
IO
N



74
ASCY PHOTO 
COLLECTION



75

ASCY PHOTO 
COLLECTION



mapa

76

ASCY PHOTO COLLECTION



77



F
o
to

: 
L
ic

a
 D

o
n
a
ir
e

78



79

P
h

o
to

: 
L
ic

a
 D

o
n
a
ir
e



80



81

Photo: Lica Donaire



P
h

o
to

: 
B

e
to

 B
o
rg

e
s



P
h
o
to

: 
B

e
to

 B
o
rg

e
s




