RESOLUTION # 7
TITLE: Wilderness Areas in Europe

WHEREAS- The process which brought the designation of wilderness areas in Europe
started in Italy, where, since 1988, 58 Wilderness areas (totaling over 36,000 Ha) have
been designated through municipal councils and through the Forestry services of the region
of Venezia Guilia, with the assistance of the Associazione Italian per la wilderness (AIW).
Keeping in mind that subsequently in 1992 the finish government has provided and
approved a law for the protection of the wilderness in Lapland, creating 12 Wilderness
areas along the model of the American wilderness areas; that other wilderness areas have
then been designated in Scotland by John Muir trust using approaches similar to those
utilized by the AWI; and further areas since zoned through a process initiated by PanParks.
Considering the potential of designating wilderness areas in various parts of Europe with
still large and relatively intact landscapes covered by natural and old-growth forests,
grasslands and wetlands and the opportunities and benefits that these wilderness areas
provide for local communities connected to them,
Considering that the spirit with which the above-mentioned European areas have been
designated we based on the US concept of wilderness- to preserve the wilderness of these
areas, free from roads, power lines or other urban works; applying a similar historic concept
initiated in USA by Aldo Leopold.
THEREFORE
The presence of wilderness areas within Europe is a matter of growing interest and
concern of citizens of all European countries; and or critical importance to the current and
future health and prosperity of all Europeans.
RESOLVED, that request the European parliament and its various governments to.
Create a special status of protected area for European Wilderness areas, distinct from all
other forms of protected area, consistent with category 1b in the IUCN WCPA guidelines
and responsive to the expert guidance of the Wilderness Specialist Group (WCPA).
Designate wilderness areas where appropriate to safeguard the last intact natural
landscapes and allocate resources for their management, so that present and future
generations fully benefit from the intrinsic values and ecosystem services provided.
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