
The sacred is ecological: Sacred natural sites and species are not just symbolic—they are integral to biodiversity
protection and ecological health.
Leadership, not tokenism: Indigenous Peoples and local communities must lead conservation efforts in their
territories, especially where sacred species and sites are involved.
Protect sacred relationships: Motion 107 defends full Indigenous access to sacred lands and upholds spiritual
relationships with nature as conservation values.
Guidance already exists: IUCN and UNESCO have developed guidance on sacred sites, but more is needed to fully
ensure equitable access across all protected area categories and strengthen protection of sacred sites. 
Honor different ways of knowing: “Legal pluralism” and holistic knowledge systems are necessary for inclusive, just,
and effective conservation.
From inclusion to innovation: Truly delivering on IUCN's equity and innovation goals means transforming
conservation to prioritize Indigenous knowledge and cultural sovereignty.

Promotion Brief: IUCN Motion 107
Scaling-up Indigenous leadership in the
protection of biodiversity and the sacred
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OBJECTIVE:
To galvanize support among IUCN members leading up to and during the IUCN World Conservation
Congress 2025 (October 9–15, 2025) for IUCN Motion 107. This motion elevates Indigenous and local

community leadership in global conservation by calling for strengthened guidance on the
management of sacred landscapes, seascapes, and species as essential components of protected
areas. The motion calls for centering Indigenous leadership and , spiritual knowledge, and “legal
pluralism” into conservation policy, education, and UNESCO World Heritage guidance, including:

Key Motion Messaging:

Developing sacred site management guidelines for all categories of protected areas
Emphasizing the role of sacred regions (e.g. the Black Hills in South Dakota) and
understanding better how to strengthen protections in these areas
Strengthening guidance to UNESCO around sacred sites,regions, and species.
Elevating the necessity for Indigenous leadership in the protection of all sacred sites

Motion Background
Motion 107 was born out of global collaboration and Indigenous-led vision. Collaboration occurred with CEESP in the drafting
of this motion. It emerged directly from Resolution 1 - The Hé Sapa, Resolution 5 - Indigenous Law and Guardianship of
Nature, Resolution 7 - Making Space to Protect White Animals, Messengers of Peace, Resolution 9 - Urgent Mineral
Withdrawal for all of the Black Hills of the 12th World Wilderness Congress (WILD12). These resolutions were passed by over
700 delegates from around the world during the 12th World Wilderness Congress, the world’s longest-running, public,

https://iucn-2025.s3.eu-west-3.amazonaws.com/motions/en/107-MA-%20Indigenous%20leadership%20in%20protection%20of%20biodiversity%20and%20the%20sacred-EN.pdf
https://iucncongress2025.org/
https://iucncongress2025.org/
https://wild.org/wild12/resolutions/on-sovereignty-and-wilderness-deepening-the-wilderness-concept-through-indigenous-knowledge-and-wisdom/
https://wild.org/wild12/resolutions/indigenous-law-and-guardianship-of-nature/
https://wild.org/wild12/resolutions/indigenous-law-and-guardianship-of-nature/
https://wild.org/wild12/resolutions/making-space-to-protect-white-animals-messengers-of-peace/
https://wild.org/wild12/resolutions/urgent-mineral-withdrawal-for-all-of-the-black-hills/
https://wild.org/wild12/resolutions/urgent-mineral-withdrawal-for-all-of-the-black-hills/
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Motion 107 - FINAL Version

IUCN WCC Motion 107 webpage

Original Motion submitting by WILD.org

Scaling-up Indigenous Leadership: The Protection of Biodiversity and the Sacred

IUCN Cultural and Spiritual Significance of Nature publication. Bas Verschuuren, Josep-
Maria Mallarach, Edwin Bernbaum, Jeremy Spoon, Steve Brown, Radhika Borde, Jessica
Brown, Mark Calamia, Nora Mitchell, Mark Infield, Emma Lee.
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Amplification Tips

Pin a Motion 107 post across platforms
Schedule reminder posts leading up to the Congress

Drop the motion into email updates and organizational newsletters
Feature it in podcast intros, livestreams, or panel shoutouts
Ask aligned orgs to repost or co-share content

Accounts to Tag & Suggested Hashtags

WILD.org
IUCN 

World Conservation Congress
Hashtags

#IndigenousPeoples
#IndigenousWisdom

#IndigenousLeadership #Motion107
#IUCN #IUCNcongress #WCC2025@wildfoundation @wildfoundation @wildfoundationThe WILD

Foundation @wild_foundation @iucn_congress @iucn.org IUCN @IUCN

Platforms & Networks to Share With

First and foremost, your professional networks. This is arguably one of the most valuable ways to amplify the reach and
importance of Motion 107.

Quotes

international conservation forum convened by WILD.org since 1976.

Motion 107 now advances to the IUCN World Conservation Congress 2025, carrying forward the momentum of WILD12 to call for
centering Indigenous and local community leadership in global conservation in a truly progressive and tangible manner.

We believe it is these kinds of significant relationships the union needs to acknowledge, better understand and take seriously.
Sacred sites have not just been overlooked but callously removed or bulldozed. Conventional conservation as we know it has
not been innocent of supporting these types of activities. In Hawaiʻi, as an example, the restoration of significant sites have
been bottlenecked by government bureaucracy meant to protect threatened and endangered species when in fact it was the
care for and restoration of these sites, the growth in the aloha (Iove) people have to these places today which encourages a
greater flourishing and protection of certain species in Hawaiʻi, a place which some say is the endangered species capitol of
the world.” - Kevin Chang, Executive Director, Kua’āina Ulu ‘Auamo (KUA)

“Sacred complexes are a haven for traditional knowledge systems. Recognising the sacred, is critical to unlocking the power of
biocultural linkages embedded in relational ethics and values for people and nature.” - Aiita Apamaku, Wildlife Biologist and
National Geographic Young Explorer from Uganda

Email Newsletters and WhatsApp/Signal Groups | LinkedIn (Professional calls-to-action) | Other Social Media channels

https://iucn-2025.s3.eu-west-3.amazonaws.com/motions/en/107-MA-%20Indigenous%20leadership%20in%20protection%20of%20biodiversity%20and%20the%20sacred-EN.pdf
https://iucncongress2025.org/assembly/motions/motion/097
https://iucncongress2025.org/assembly/motions/motion/107
https://wild.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/03/IUCN_WCC_Proposed_Motion_Scaling-up_Indigenous_Leadership_in_the_Protection_of_Biodiversity_and_the_Sacred.pdf
http://wild.org/
https://wild.org/blog/indigenous-leadership-in-the-protection-of-biodiversity/
https://portals.iucn.org/library/sites/library/files/documents/PAG-032-En.pdf
https://iucn-2025.s3.eu-west-3.amazonaws.com/motions/en/107-MA-%20Indigenous%20leadership%20in%20protection%20of%20biodiversity%20and%20the%20sacred-EN.pdf
https://www.instagram.com/wildfoundation
https://www.facebook.com/wildfoundation
https://www.linkedin.com/company/the-wild-foundation/
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https://www.instagram.com/iucn_congress/
https://www.facebook.com/iucn.org/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/iucn/
https://x.com/IUCN
http://wild.org/
http://wild.org/
https://www.tiktok.com/@wild_foundation

