Promotion Brief: IUCN Motion 012

Advancing the IUCN Green List Standard of
protected and conserved areas to enhance effective
and equitable in situ conservation

OBJECTIVE:

To strengthen the global use and integration of the IUCN Green List Standard as a universal
benchmark for measuring and promoting the effectiveness, quality, equity, and accountability of
Protected and Conserved Areas (PCAs). This motion positions the Green List as a supportive tool to
achieving progress towards Target 3 of the Kunming-Montreal Global Biodiversity Framework (KMGBF)
and helps ensure durable, inclusive, and meaningful conservation outcomes.

Key Motion Messaging:

i\ 30% is not enough without quality
e Achieving 30% coverage by 2030 is just the beginning—protected areas must be well-managed and equitably
governed to be effective. The IUCN Green List helps ensure that PCAs deliver real, lasting benefits for biodiversity and
people.

Globally recognized, locally actionable
e The Green List of PCAs is already used in 30+ countries and is promoted by the Convention on Biological Diversity
(CBD) as a voluntary standard to encourage protected area management effectiveness and as a complimentary
Indicator of Target 3. . This motion helps IUCN Members bring the standard into broader use.

More than a metric
» The Green List is a framework for success—a practical, transparent system for benchmarking, improving, and
recognizing conservation outcomes for both nature and communities.

Grounded in equity, culture, and Indigenous governance
o Effective conservation must respect Indigenous sovereignty and customary governance, and uphold the rights of
Indigenous Peoples and local communities. The Green List embeds rights-based approaches, including Free, Prior,
and Informed consent (FPIC) and recognition of cultural and spiritual values.

Synergy is strategy
* When used alongside tools like the Red List of Threatened Species, and Protected Planet, the Green List contributes
to integrated conservation systems. Motion 012 encourages Members to explore synergies that improve tracking,
coherence, and accountability.



https://iucn-2025.s3.eu-west-3.amazonaws.com/motions/en/012-EVOTE-Advancing%20IUCN%20Green%20List%20for%20in%20situ%20conservation-EN.pdf
https://iucn-2025.s3.eu-west-3.amazonaws.com/motions/en/012-EVOTE-Advancing%20IUCN%20Green%20List%20for%20in%20situ%20conservation-EN.pdf

Accountability
o Green List roadmaps provide evidence of baselines and measurable progress, while Green List Standard
certification demonstrates continuous improvement—boosting transparency, donor confidence, and long-term
support.

Investment in impact
« Countries, donors, and organizations are urged to invest in Green List-aligned programs and policies. Certification
boosts credibility, transparency, and trust, while attracting long-term support and improving conservation
performance.

Why It Matters

We're racing to protect 30% of the planet by 2030—but designation alone won’t save nature. Many PCAs lack the governance,
tools, and resources needed to succeed, and networks are often fragmented with limited connectivity and integration into
broader landscapes.

Motion 012 strengthens global conservation by promoting the IUCN Green List Standard—a trusted global framework that
ensures PCAs are not just designated, but effectively managed and equitably governed.

What the Motion Does

» Recognizes the Green List Standard as a global benchmark for conservation quality, equity, and effectiveness.

* Mobilizes and calls upon IUCN members and constituencies to support and promote scaling up the Green List Standard.
* Encourages countries and organizations to invest in quality, not just coverage.

« (Calls for evaluation of the Green List Certification Programme’s impact and performance.

* Requests development of improved tools for ecological monitoring or assessment of Green List sites.

» Invites members to actively contribute and explore synergies between the Green List and other IUCN tools and metrics
(e.g., Red List, Protected Planet) to strengthen collective impact.

* Encourages members to transition into implementing partner roles by applying the Green List framework to improve
conservation outcomes, while calling on other members and constituencies to support sites in this process.

Platforms & Networks to Share With

First and foremost, your professional networks. This is arguably one of the most valuable ways to amplify the reach and
importance of Motion 012.

Email Newsletters and WhatsApp/Signal Groups | LinkedIn (Professional calls-to-action) | Other Social Media channels

Accounts to Tag & Suggested Hashtags
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https://www.instagram.com/wildfoundation
https://www.facebook.com/wildfoundation
https://www.linkedin.com/company/the-wild-foundation/
https://x.com/wildfoundation
https://www.instagram.com/iucn_congress/
https://www.facebook.com/iucn.org/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/iucn/
https://x.com/IUCN
https://www.tiktok.com/@wild_foundation

Amplification Tips
« Drop the motion into email updates and organizational newsletters ¢ Pin a Motion 012 post across platforms

e Feature it in podcast intros, livestreams, or panel shoutouts » Schedule reminder posts leading up to the Congress
» Ask aligned orgs to repost or co-share content

INFORMATION LIBRARY
e Motion 012 - FINAL Version

e IUCN WCC Motion 012 webpage

e IUCN Green List of Protected and Conserved Areas Conservation Tool

e IUCN Green List Website

e Kunming-Montreal Global Biodiversity Framework (KMGBF)

o KMGBF Target 3



https://iucn-2025.s3.eu-west-3.amazonaws.com/motions/en/012-EVOTE-Advancing%20IUCN%20Green%20List%20for%20in%20situ%20conservation-EN.pdf
https://iucncongress2025.org/assembly/motions/motion/012
https://iucn.org/resources/conservation-tool/iucn-green-list-protected-and-conserved-areas
https://iucngreenlist.org/
https://www.cbd.int/doc/decisions/cop-15/cop-15-dec-04-en.pdf
https://www.cbd.int/gbf/targets/3
https://iucn-2025.s3.eu-west-3.amazonaws.com/motions/en/012-EVOTE-Advancing%20IUCN%20Green%20List%20for%20in%20situ%20conservation-EN.pdf
https://iucn-2025.s3.eu-west-3.amazonaws.com/motions/en/012-EVOTE-Advancing%20IUCN%20Green%20List%20for%20in%20situ%20conservation-EN.pdf

